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AN  ADDRESS 


TO    THE 


Electors  of  Yancouver  District 


iS 


/Y^4; 


■T-^ 


that  3'ou  will  be  able  to  secure  the  necessary  politi- 
cal infiuence  at  Ottawa  to  have  attention  paid  to  the 
more  special  needs  of  our  District,  do  hereby  re- 
spectfully re(|uest  that  you  allow  your  name  to  be 
placed  in  nomination  as  a  candidate  to  contest  this 
constituency  at  tbe  forthcoming  Dominion  elections; 
and  we  do  hereby  pledge  you  our  hearty  support, 
and  do  promise  to  use  all  fair  and  honorable  meth- 
ods to  secure  your  election,  should  you  see  tit  to 
accept  this  requisition. 


Dr.  R.  E.  McKechnie, 
James  Pattekson,      , 
Arthur  Wilson, 
E.  E.  Taylor, 
John  Bannerman, 

R.   JoJlNSON, 

C.  E.  Stevenson, 

Rl(  HARD  IllLRERT, 


C.  C.  M(  Kenzie, 
Chas.  McCutcheon, 

H.  J.   ROHIE, 

David  IloutiAN, 
J.  E.  R.  Tagart, 
Rali'I[  Smith, 
James  Bhadlev, 
Tiio.MAs  Haudv, 


And  'M'l  Others. 


n.    M'KKY,    I'KINTKU,    NANAIMO. 
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To  the  Electors  of  Vancouver  District: 

Gentlemen, — You  will  shortly  be  called  upon  to  again  elect 
a  member  to  represent  you  in  the  Dominion  House  of  Commons. 

In  response  to  the  generous  requisition  printed  opposite,  I 
consented  to  become  a  candidate  for  that  office,  and  in  a  publish- 
ed reply  took  an  early  opportunity  of  expressing  my  views  on  the 
issues  of  the  coming  campaign. 

Since  then  I  have  endeavored  to  personally  discuss  with  as 
many  of  you  as  possible,  the  questions  of  pecuHar  interest  to  this 
district,  and  my  efforts  in  this  way  will  be  redoubled  from  now 
till  the  election.  In  view,  however  of  the  great  extent  of  our 
Electoral  Distsict,  there  will  doubtless  be  many  with  whom  I  can- 
not have  this  pleasure,  and  to  such  especially,  I  beg  to  present  tlie 
following  more  extended  outline  of  my  views. 

The  question  which  is  now  probably  uppermost  in  the  pub- 
lic mind  is 

THE  MANITOBA  SCHOOL  QUESTION; 
and  to  this  I  beg  to  draw  your  attention  first,  not  only  because  of 
its  peculiar  importance,  but  also  because  it  is  a  question  properly 
outside  of  party  politics,  and  can  be  best  considered  before  enter- 
ing upon  a  discussion  of  the  other  issues  of  the  ensuing  campaign. 

On  this  question  I  take  a  stand  thoroughly  indep<r<ndent  of 
the  position  of  any  party  or  leader;  and  it  is  not  my  intention, 
therefore,  to  argue  the  merits,  or  demerits,  of  Sir  McKenzie  Bow- 
ell's  policy  of  coercion,  or  the  Hon.  Wilfrvid  Laurier's  endeavors 
to  conciliate,  or  the  Hon.  Mr.  Greenway's  desire  for  an  investiga- 
ting commission,  so  much  as  to  state  clearly  the  present  situatiou 
and  declare  frankly  what  I  believe  to  be  its  treatment. 

In  order  to  arrive  at  a  conclusion  on  this  matter  it  is  neces- 
sary to  understand  a  series  of  facts,  and  these,  fortunately,  are 
quite  simple,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  being  made  in  some 
quarters  to  surround  the  queiition  with  the  mystery  of  great  learn- 
ing and  leave  the  impression  that  this  is  a  matter  for  savants,  law- 
yers and  ecclesiastics  alone  co  consider.  No  greater  mistake  was 
ever  made.  If  this  Manitoba  School  question  is  not  one  for  the 
people  to  consider  and  decide,  then  no  question  is  fit  for  popular 
soliitioti.  Bui  let  us  look  at  the  facts  and  see  if  there  is  really 
anything  so  terribly  intricate  about  them  as  to  prevent  their  com- 
prehension by  any  ordinarily  intelligent  electorr.te.     Chronolog- 

ically  stated  they  are  as  follows: 

1.  Manitoba  entered  Confederation  in  1870. 

2.  In  1871  the  Manitoba  School  Act  was  passed  creating  separate  schools. 

3.  In  1890  the  separate  schools  were  abolished  by  the  Manitoba  Ijegislature, 
and  state  nchools  snhstitnted. 
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4.  The  constitutionalHy  of  the  aut  abolishing  the  aeparate  schools  was  then 
disputed  in  the  courts  by  the  Catholi(!S,  and  the  Privy  Council  of  Great  Britain 
linally  decided  that  the  act  was  constitutional. 

5.  The  Catholic  minority  then  sought  relief  from  the  Governor-General-in- 
Council  under  sections  in  the  Confederation  nnd  Manitoba  Acts,  which  provide 
that  an  appeal  shall  Ho  to  the  GovernorTGeneral-in-Council  from  anjr  act  of  a 
Provincial  Legislature  affecting  the  rights  of  a  Catholic  or  Protestant  minoritv  in 

.  educational  matters.    Sir  John  Thompson  refused  to  consider  the  appeal  until  the 
coui^ts  had  decided  whether  it  wa|^  in  order  for  such  .an  appeal  to  be  heard. 

6.  The  Privy  Council  of  Great  Britain  finally  detiided  that  such  an  appeal 
would  S(>  lie. 

7.  The  Catholic  minority  thereupon  laid  the  matter  before  the  Governor-  , 
General-in-Conncilj  whit^h  is  the  Cabinet  of  the  Dominion  Government. 

8.  The  Dominion- Government  heard  the  appeal,  and  on  March  21,  1805,. 
decided  that  the  Catholics  had  a  grievance;  that  the  grievance  should  be  remedied 
by  re-establishing  separate  schools,  and  issued  the  celebrated  Remedial  Order 
commanding  the  Manitobans  to  re-establish  separate  schools,,  and  threatening 
Ddminion  legislation  on  the  subje<;t  if  they  disobeyed. 

9.  The  Manitoba  Government,  after  consideration,  firmly  refused  to  comply 
with  the  order,  but  at  the  same  time  offered  to  compensate  the  Catholics  for  any 
capital  invested  in  their  separate  schools. 

10.  The  Dominion  House  was  assemble'd  in  early  January,  1896,  to  enforiie 
the  Remedial  Order  by  passing  legislation,  restoring  the  system  of  separate  schools 
in  Manitoba. 

11.  The  Remedial  Bill  was  duly  introduced  for  this  purpose,  and  at  this 
writing  is  being  debated  on  its  Hecond  reading. 

These  in  brief  are  the  salient  facta  of  the  question  up  to  the 
present  time.  There  may  be  subsequent  developments  as  yet 
unforeseen,  but  I  trust  the  following  declaration  of  principles  will 
be  found  sufficiently  indicative  of  my  position,  even  under  such 
changes. ,  In  the  first  place  I  believe  in 

PROVINCIAL   RIGHTS. 

The  fullest  scope  should  be  given  locallegislaturesin  making 
laws  within  their  jurisdiction,  and  when  their  acts  are  constitu- 
tional and  the  undoubted  expression  of  the  people,  they  should 
not  be  subject  to  any  federal  interference.  I  consequently  hold 
that,  when  the  Privy  Council  of  Great  Britain  decided  that  the 
Manitoba  Government  had  a  right  to  abolish  separate  schools, 
then  and  there  the  question  should  have  received  its  quietus. 

But  the  advocates  of  separate  schools  did  not  stop  with  that 
defeat.  They  went  on  another  tack.  Having  been  routed  before 
K  judicial  tribunal,  they  resorted  to  a  political  court  and  appealed 
to  the  Dominion  Government.  And  what  great  grievance' did 
this  minority  have  ?  Wherein  had  their  rights  and  feelings  been 
outraged?  If  they  claimed  that  they  had  lost  any  enormous 
amount  of  capital  already  invested  in  their  separates  Sjehools,  the 
Dominion  might  have  requested  Manitoba  to  mrfke compensation, 
and  this  Mantoba  is  .prepared  to  do.  If  they  allea^  that,  under 
the  pretext  of  establishing  non-sectarian  state  sehools,  the  Mani- 
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toba  Legislature  had  really  thrust  a  system  of  Protestant  schools 
upon  them,  then  no  fair-minded  man  would  have  objected  had 
the  Dominion  required  Manitoba  to  run  her  state  schools  on  purely 
non-sectarian  principles.  This  far  the  Dominion  Government 
might  have  gone.  Had  they  acted  judicially,  this  far  they  could 
only  have  gone,  for  therein  ample  relief  would  have  been  afforded 
to  all  pretended  grievances.  ,  . 

In  the  second  place  I  believe  in 

NON-SECTARIAN   STATE    SCHOOLS, 

and  do  not  approve  of  public  separate  schools  for  any  denomina- 
tion. Our  public  school  system  \^as  created  to  give  the  rudiments 
of  secular  knowledge  to  every  prospective  citizen,  to  the  end  that 
all  may  be  prepared  for  the  struggles  of  life  and  the  general  duties 
of  citizenship.  If  a  religious  training  is  necessary,  let  it  be  given 
in  the  home  or  church. 

In  these  new  provinces,  especially,  where  the  united  efforts 
of  the^  whole  community  are  necessary  to  sustain  even  one  system 
of  efficient  schools,  it  is  manifestly  impossible  to  retain  a  high 
educational  standard  if  our  resources  are  divided.  Our  own  brief 
history  amply  affirms  the  wigdom  of  abolishing  from  these  public 
institutions  all  religious  instruction.  In  schools  where  it  obtains 
the  educational  standard  is  low.  The  pupils  are  disunited,  the 
seeds  of  subsequent  social  dissension  are  sown,  and  I  doubt  if  any 
lasting  moral  benefit  ever  results.  It  is  an  encumbrance  on  our 
school  system,  an  element  of  constant  danger,  and  the  sooner  it 
is  cut  off  will  our  children  grow  up  in  those  bonds  of  friendship 
and  community  of  thought  which  are  the  chief  corner  stone  of 

national  unity.  ,       i     .  .  , 

Holding  the  above  views  I  contend  that  the  decision  and 
action  of  the  Dominion  Government  was  extreme,  hasty  and  un- 
wise, so  much  so  that  I  doubt  if  the  Government  ever  contem- 
plated their  present  action.  They  probably  expected  that  their 
imperious  order  and  bullying  threats  would  over-powerthe  Man- 
itobans.  In  this  they  seriously  miscalculated.  The  sturdy  men 
of  the  prairie  province  refused  to  be  bluffed  by  such  proceedings, 
with  the  result  that  to-day  the  country  is  in  a  turmoil  of  religious 
strife,  merely  because  of  the  unstatesmanlike  conduct  then  exhib- 
ited by  the  government.  Instead  of  threats,  bluffs  and  coercion, 
methods  of  conciliatioii  should  have  been  employed  But  the 
support  of  Quebec  was  of  more  importance  to  the  federal  minis- 
ters than  the  welfare  of  Manitoba,  and  for  this  reason  we  are  face 
to  face  with  the  greatest  menace  that  ever  confronted  our  confed- 
eration.    Indeed,  the  gravity  of  the  situation  has  impressed  those 
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who  brought  it  about,  and  they  who  errti, while  commanded,  bluJBPed 
and  blustered,  now  plead  for  peace. 

What  will  be  the  result  of  this  imminent  backdown  by  the 
Dominion  Government,  or  how  this  eleventh  hour  attempt  at 
conciliation  will  operate,  or  what  is  to  be  the  final  upshot  of  the 
whole  trouble — time  alone  can  tell.  This  much,  however,  is  cer- 
tain, if  the  Remedial  Bill  is  insisted  upon  and  passes  parliament, 
it  will  be  of  none  effect  and  the  whole  agitation  will  end  in  utter 
futility,  because  any  attempt  to  enforce  such  en  obnoxious  system 
on  Manitoba  against  the  open  protest  of  nine.tenths  of  her  citi- 
zens, would  be  such  an  outrage  on  the  freedom  of  a  self-governing 
people  as  would  not  only  meet  with  local  resistance,  but  would 
ultimately 

DISRUPT  OUR   DOMINION. 

To  many  of  you  this  question  will  be  paramount  in  the  ensu- 
ing campaign  and  to  no  one  can  it  be  unimportant. 

A  great  principle  is  at  stake;  the  freedom  of  a  sister  western 
province  is  attacked;  the  very  future  of  our  national  life  is  threat- 
ened,. Let  the  result,  therefore,  of  the  coming  elections  convince 
all  that  there  is  in  this  Conada,  and  in  our  own  British  Columbia 
a  mighty  latent  element  that  will  uphold  the  hands  of  a  young 
province  in  its  progress,  and  will  not  stand  idly  by  and  see  it 
bull-dozed  into  accepting  the  effete  methods  of  by-gone  days. 
Then  will  the  intriguers  at  Ottawa  awake  on  the  afterraorn  to  the 
fullness  of  their  folly,  and  Manitoba  will  be  able  to  pursue  its 
onward  course  untrammelled  by  any  medseval  minded  opponents 
of  that  greatest  bulwark  of  our  liberty — the  public  school. 

With  reference  to 

THE    TRADE    QUESTION 

I  think  a  clear  idea  of  the  situation  in  Canada  and  the  relative 
positions  of  the  Liberals  and  Conservatives  on  the  matter  cannot 
be  better  obtained ,  than  from  a  reference  to  the  origin  of  the 
present  protective  system  in  Canada,  and  a  consideration  of  its 
results  on  our  commercial  and  social  life. 

It  is  necessary  for  this  purpose  to  go  back  to  the  year  1878. 
In  that  year  there  was  a  general  election.  For  four  years  pre- 
vious the  Liberals  were  in  power,  under  the  leadership  of  Hon. 
^l^x.  MacKenzie.  Up  to  that  time  the  tariff  was  not  protective, 
ii  was,  in  fact,  a  tariff  for  revenae  only.  As  to  the  wisdom  of 
»uch  a  tariff  the  Conservatives  then  agreed  with  the  Liberals. 
So  much  so  that  in  1876  when  the  Liberals  ventured  to  raise  the 
tariff  from  15  to  17i  percent,  to  meet  the  requirements  of  a  grow- 
ing country,  Sir  John  Macdonald  from  the  opposition  benches 
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protested  that  the  increase  of  2^  per  cent,  would  afford  an  "inci- 
dental protection"  to  the  manufacturers,  and  in  so  far  was  un- 
wise and  to  be  deprecated.  About  this  time  also  the  Liberal 
governm'ent  endeavored  to  renew  the  old  reciprocity  treaty  with 
the  United  States.  In  this  attempt  the  Conservatives  heartily 
assisted,  although  they  characterized  a  similar  movement  in  1891 
as  evidencing  the  rankest  disloyalty.  The  United  States,  how- 
ever, which  wns  then  governed  by  ardent  protectionists,  would 
not  concede  reciprocity  on  the  terms  suggested  by-Canada.  This 
was  the  condition* of  affairs  in  1878  when  the  election  took  place. 
At  first  the  Conservatives  were  at  a  loss  for  an  election  cry, 
for  they  had  hitherto  endorsed  the  Liberal  trade  policy,  and  on 
other  matters  there  setmed  to  be  little  room  for  attack,  as  the 
Premier,  Hon.  Alex.  MacKenzie,  in  power  as  in  private,  proved 
himself  an  honest,  sturdv  man.  Under  him  the  countrv  had 
been  well  governed.  Its  finances  had  beon  economically  manag- 
ed, and  not  a  breath  of  scandal  could  be  raised  against  his  ad- 
nnnistration.  The  conservatives  were  in  a  desperate  dilemma. 
They  required  a  desperate  remedy.  Sir  John  A.  Maedonald  saw 
the  possibility  of  political  life  in  the  failure  of  the  reciprocal  trade 
negotiations,  and  with  a  bold  disregard  for  consistency  and  a 
frothy  appeal  to  Canadian  loyalty,  he  characteristically  announc- 
ed, "If  we  cannot  have  reciprocity  in  trade,  let  us  have  recipro- 
city in  tariffs."  The  cry  was  soon  taken  up  by  his  despondent 
followers,  an<l  those  who  two  years  before  railed  against  the  "in- 
cidental protection"  caused  by  a  necessary  increase  of  2^  percent, 
in  the  tariff,  now  underwent  an  astonishing  conversion  and 
claimed  the  greatest  advantages  for  a 

SYSTEM  OF  PROTECTION. 

They  said  "we  will  set  up  a  tariff  wall  so  high  against  the 
importation  of  foreign  manufactured  goods  that  it  will  practically 
prohibit  such  goods  coming  into  competition  with  our  home  pro- 
ductions. Our  infant  industries,  by  the  protection  thus  afforded, 
will  succeed  and  grow  strong,  and  some  day  in  the  future  will  be- 
come sufficiently  developed  to  defy  outside  competition.  Until 
thnt  time  arrives,  however,  a  high  protective  tariff  will  be  main- 
tained. This  will  compel  Canadians  to  purchase  from  Canadian 
manufacturers.  This  in  turn  will  necessitate  a  great  increase*  of 
our  manufacturing  industries,  and  this  in  turn  will  give  our 
laborers  and  skilled  artisans  ample  and  steady  employment,  vil- 
lages will  be  transformed  into  great  manufacturing  centres,  .ind 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  country  will  be  heard 
the  busv  home  of  commercial   activitv."    *The  farmer  was  not 
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overlooked  in  the  harmony  of  this  theory.  The  home  market 
was  to  be  kept  for  him  and  the  surging  mass  of  toilers  in  the 
manufacturing  centres  that  were  to  spring  up  like  mushrooms 
throughout  the  country  would  increase  that  market. 

This  scheme  which  was  so  wonderfully  to  develop  our  coun- 
try, was  also  submitted  tv/  tuo  people  as  a  means  of  fostering  a 
Canadian  national  sentiment.  Throughout  that  campaign  the 
principles  of  protection  were  kept  in  the  back  ground  as  much  as 
possible.  The  judgment  of  the  electors  was  diverted  from  the 
real  issue  by  appeals  to  national  pride,  and  w'hen  Sir  John  A. 
Macdonald  unfurled  his  campaign  banner,  across  its  face  was  in- 
cribed,  not  "protection, "  but  "The  National  Policy." 

It  was  in  vain  that  the  Liberals  reminded  the  electors  oi  ciie 
real  isaue,  and  tried  to  disillusionize  those  who  were  p  pared  to 
introduce  a  pernicious  trade  policy  in  a  moment  of  misguided 
national  enthusiasm.  In  reply  the  Conservatives  made  bold 
promises.  They  depicted  a  future  glittering  with  opportunities 
and  great  national  prosperity.  The  dream  was  pleasant;  the 
theory  seemed  complete;  the  electors  were  carried  away  with  the 
prospects  and  returned  tl  (^  Conservatives  to  power. 

Eighteen  years  have  now  elapsed  since  that  eventful  election, 
and  during  that  period  the  policy  of  protection  has  had  a  fair  trial 
in  Canada. 

It  is  my  purpose  now  to  briefly  consider  the 

RESULTS  OF  PROTECf  ION  IN  CANADA, 

and  see  how  far  that  policy  has  fulfilled  the  promises  of  its  advo- 
cates. 

Upon  their  return  to  power  the  Conservatives  took  early 
steps  to  increase  the  tariff,  raising  it  to  30,  40,  50  and  on  some 
goods  to  over  100  per  *ent.  The  natural  consequence  of  this 
large  increase  in  the  tariff  was  that  prices  were  correspondingly 
raised,  and  the 

COST  6f  living  increased. 

An  illustration  will  readily  show  how  this  result  come  about. 
Before  the  introduction  of  the  protective  tariff,  the  price  of  a 
threshing  machine  was,  say  $300,  a  duty  of  30  per  ceiit.  was  then 
pkced  on  such  machines  entering  Canada.  This,  of  course,  pre- 
vented foreign  competition,  and  the  result  was  that  under,  the 
shelter  of  that  30  per  cent,  protection,  the  dealer  in  such  machines 
was  able  to  charge  about  SO  per  cent,  more,  that  is  about  $390  for 
the  same  machine  as  was  formerly  sold  for  $300. 

From  this  simple  illustration  it  will  be  seen  that  for  all  goods 
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imported  into  Canada  and  against  which  a  duty  is  imposed,  the 
('anadian  purchaser  has  to  pay  in  addition  to  their  value,  the 
amount  of  the  tariff,  which  has  been  calculat  ^d  to  average  ;35  per 
cent.  It  is  beyond  dispute,  therefore,  that  since  we  continue  to 
largely  import  from  foreign  producers  the  staple  necessaries  of 
life,  in  some  form  or  other,  that  our  living  expenses  are  greatly 
increased  by  the  existing  high  tariff. 

This  result  of  protecti  ,.  has,  in  fact,  been  admitted  by  its  lead- 
ing supporters.  For  instu'  e,  the  present  Minister  of  Finance, 
Hon.  George  Foster,  duri.^^  his  budget  speech,  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  on  March  ^.,  I'i.,  1,  seid,  "The  object  of  a  protective 
tariff  in  its  initial  stages  is  o  give  a  vantage  ground,  and  in  giv- 
ing it  I  rr'\nkly  admit  tha'    mi   the  initial  stages   ])rices  will  be 

raised    that  it  vv'll  have  the  effect  of  enhancing  the  cost  of 

goods,  and  that  at  tho  first  the  cost  of  goods  will  be  very  closely 
up  to  the  measure  of  the  protection  which  Was  given.  If  it  does 
not  have  that  effect  why  should  it  evci  l>e  adopted  at  all,  and 
what  is  the  good  of  it?" 

It  might  be  supposed  that  with  this  incro^se  in  the  cost  of 
living,  that  wages  would  have  correspondirgly  increased.  But 
such,  unfortunately,  was  not  tlie  case.  The  reason  being  that 
those  who  introduced  protection  into  Canada  were  not  consistent 
in  the  application  of  that  principle.  They  protected  tiie  manu- 
facturer but  gave  no  protection  to  the  laborer,  and  the  conse- 
(luence  was  that  while  the  former  was  enabled  to  Increase  the 
price  of  his  wares  in  a  sheltered  market,  the  latter  found  that  the 
price  of  his  labor  continued  to  be  regulated  by  competition  with 
the  whole  world.  Not  only  so,  they  actualh^  aggiavated  the  in- 
justice of  this  inconsistency  by  assisting  nearly  1,000,000  immi- 
grants into  direct  competition  with  the  home  laborer,  but  with 
this  phase  of  the  question  I  will  deal  later. 

As  soon  as  these  early  results  of  Protection  began  to  be  felt 
the  people  began  to  realize  the  true  nature  of  the  change,  and  see 
that  under  the  fascinating  cloak  of  "a  National  Policy"  they  had 
wedded  a  system  of  class  Je^gislation  which 

ENRICHED  THE  FEW  AT  THE  EXPENSE  OF  THE 
GENERAL  PUBLIC. 

And  that  the  Protective  Tariff  does  operate  in  this  way,  can 
readily  be  demonstrated.  In  proof  of  this  assertion,  let  us  refer 
again  to  the  illustration  of  the  dealer  in  threshing  machines, 
charging  $390  for  the  machine  he  formerly  sold  for  $300.  In  such 
a  case  it  is  clear  that  the  $90  additional,  which  he  i.s  enabled  bv 
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the-  tariflF  to  charge,  goes  to  the  dealer.  Take  another  il- 
lustration: suppose  that  threshing  machines  are  manufactured  in 
Detroit  and  Windsor,  two  cities  only  one  mile  apart,  but  the  for- 
mer in  the  United  States  and  the  latter  in  Canada.  Now,  there 
is  no  good  reason  why,  under  natural  conditions,  the  cost  of  pro- 
ducing a  threshing  machine  should  be  more  in  one  city  than  in 
the  other.  The  fact  is,  however,  that  the  price  of  such  a  machine 
in  Detroit  is  $300,  and  of  a  similar  machine  in  Windsor  about 
$390.  The  question  now  is,  who  gets  the  extra  $90  paid  by  the 
Canadian  consumer?  Let  us  see.  If  the  machine  is  bought  in 
Detroit  and  shipped  into  Canada,  the  machine  would  cost  the 
Canadian  buyer  as  follows:  t 

Price  in  Detroit $300.00 

Duty  paid— 30  per  cent 90.00 

Cost  of  machine .  .  $390.00 

without  adding  freight,  and  in  such  a  case  the  $90  would  clearly 
go- to  the  government. 

If,  however,  the  machine  is  bought  in  Windsor  (Canada)  and 
this  is  the  more  frequent  case,  the  result  is  very  different.  The 
Windsor  dealer  has  to  compete,  not  dguinst  a  machine  at  $300, 
but  at  a  figure  including  fi eight  and  duty  of  about  $400.  He 
therefore  offers  his  machine  for  just  a  trifle  under  that  for  which 
the  Detroit  dealer  can  sell  his  in  Carada,  and  asks  $390.  This 
reduction  gives  him  the  Canadian  trade,  and  at  the  same  time  on 
everv  $300  machine  he  sells  he  puts  an  unearned  $90  in  his  pocket. 

it  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  under  the  existing  high  tariff,  a 
large  part  of  the  tax  on  the  Canadian  consumer  goes  direct  to 
the  purse  of  the  manufacturer,  and  not  to  the  treasury  of  the 
government. 

Various  calculations  on  this  matter  have  been  made  by  e/id- 
nent  Canadian  statisticians  with  the  following  startling  result: — 
They  find  that  $2.50  is  paid  to  the  manufacturer  in  this  way  for 
every  $1  that  goes  to  the  revenue,  or  in  other  words,  that  while 
the  people  of  Canada  ptty  into  the  revenue  $30,000,000  as  taxes  on 
goods  imported,  they  have  to  pay  annually  to  the  niunufaeturers, 
over  and  above  all  fair  profits,  $75,000,000  in  the  shape  of  increas- 
ed prices  they  ure  privileged  to  demand. 

Under8tllchasystemimmen.se  fortunes  wer<>  soon  amassed 
by  the  maniH^x^turers.  Their  field  was  so  full  of  golden  oppor- 
tunities and  e,xtraor<linary  privileges,  however,  that  it  was  not  to 
be  enjoyed  by  a  few.  There  has  never  been  lacking  those  vl\o 
wish  to  make  n»oney  easily  and  fast — such  we'd  not  wanting  in 
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Canada,  and  naturally  enough  people  rushed  into  the  business 
that.oflfered  such  enormous  returns.  This  caused  a  temporary 
boom  in  manufacturing — little  factories  for  the  production  of 
those  goods  afforded  protection  sprung  up,  and  for  a  time  it 
seemed  that  the  National  Policy  was  indeed  a  great  stimulus  to 
Canadian  Commerce.  And  so  things  might  have  continued,  but 
for  one  insurmountable  condition,  namely,  the  limited  capacity 
of  the  Canadian  consumer.  For  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
people  of  Canada  to-day  number  only  5,000^000,  and  it  is  appar- 
ent that  the  quantity  of  shoes,  shovels,  plows,  etc.,  anntially  re- 
quired by  them  cannot  be  very  large. 

The  inevitable  result,  therefore,  of  this  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  factories  in  such  a  limited  field  wa^  that  the  production 
soon  surpassed  the  consumption,  the  market  became  glutted, 
local  competition  arose  and  the  price  of  home  manufactured 
goods  was  threatened  with  a  drop.  This  did  not  long  continue, 
however,  fon  the  manufacturers  were  wise  in  their  day  and  gen- 
eration— they  saw  that  internal  competition  would  destroy  their 
opportunities  and  probably  incur  the  fate  that  befell  the  Kilken- 
ny cats.  They  accordingly  banded  themselves  together  for  the 
purpose  of  restoring  prices  and  regulating  production.  They 
furthermore  undertook  to  prescribe  the  operations  of  certain  in- 
dustries and  to  ^freeze  out"  all  who  were  less  greedy  than  them- 
selves and  ventured  to  carry  oh  business  independeiitly  of  their 
union.     This  was  the  beginrting  of  the 

RULE  OF  COMBINES  AND  MONOPOLIES  IN  CANADA. 

From  that  beginning  the  growth  of  these  combines  has  been 
startling,  and  to-day  there  is  scarcely  an  industry  in  Canada  that 
is  not  under  their  control.  The  power  of  these  monopolies,  as 
might  be  expected,  is  tremendous.  They  raise  and  lower  prices 
Hs  suits  their  purpose;  they  dictate  how  their  wares  shall  be  sold, 
and  by  whom;  they  hold  financial  ruin  before  the  dealer  who 
deviates  from  their  quotations,  and  thus  and  otherwise  they  exer- 
cise a  complete  authority  over  the  commerce  of  our  country.  So 
greatly  did  they  threaten  the  extinction  of  individual  efforts  and 
so  inimical  to  the  public  welfare  was  their  control  of  trade  that 
the  Conservatives—. the  same  who  in  1878  introduced  protection 
(the  legitimate  parent  of  combines  and  monopoly)  in  1891,outof 
deference  to  the  popular  outcry,  joined  with  the  Liberals  in  pass- 
ing an  anti-combine  act.  But  as  well  might  the  Sultan  of  Tur- 
key be  expected  to  abolish  his  harem,  as  that  the  Protectionist 
government  at  Ottawa  would  remove  a  crumb  honi  their  filial 
supporters.    The  Act  as  mutilated  in  the  House  and  finftlly  passed 
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was  no  adequate  .remedy  for  the  evil,  and  the  Lords  of  Monopoly 
continue  to  sway  the  destinies  of  Commercial  Canada  from  their 
desks  in  Montreal.and  Toronto. 

The  immense  power  wielded  in  this  way  by  the  privileged 
class,  unfortunately,  has  not  been  confined  to  the  sphere  of  com- 
merce; It  soon  developed  an  equally  threatening  influence  over 
the  government.  And  this  was  not  an  unlikely  consequence,  for 
the  government  introduced  protection.  Protection  created  privi- 
leged classes — these  privileged  classes  operated  to  the  detriment 
of  the  general  public.  The  general  public  cried  out  against  the 
authors  of  this  condition — the  government  had  no  other  recourse 
but  to  court  the  support  aiid  substance  of  its  proteges,  and  so  by 
an  easy  sequence  of  events  the  progeny  of  the  government  be- 
come its  masters.  When  the  manufacturer j  required  any  special 
legislation  they  auiUmOned  the  government  leaders  to  the  histor- 
ical Red  Parlor,  and  whjen  the  government  required  campaign 
funds  and  political  persuaders  they  beckoned  the  merchant  princes 
to  the  same  council  chamber. 

From  this  system  of  bartering  legislative  functions  for  pow- 
er the  government  stooped  to  even  greater  abuses  of  public  trust 
in  their  desperation  to  retain  office.  So  things  went  on  until  in 
189S  the  whole  system  of 

'   CORRUPTION    AT  OTTAWA 

broke  of  its  own  inherent  rottenness. 

The  limits  of  this  pamphlet  preclude  even  a  cursory  review 
of  thi§  details  of  the  scandals  then  unearthed.  It  must  suffice 
here  to  say  that  the  sworn,  uncontradicted  evidence  before  the 
Parliamentary  Investigating  Committees  proved  beyond  a  doubt, 
that  Ministers  of  the  Crown  had  disbursed  public  funds  for  party 
purposes;  that  government  officials  frequently  received  bribes  for 
their  influence;  that  contractors  who  contributed  largely  to  the 
expenses  of  Conservative  candidates,  were  re-imbursed  by  bogus 
contracts;  that  members  of  the  government  directly  and  indirect- 
ly, had  voted  money  into  their  own  pockets;  that  the  independ-. 
ence  of  parliament  had  been  sunk  in  greed;  that  in  truth  the 
whole  system  of  our  institutions  of  free  and  responsible  govern- 
ment had  become  permeated  with  the  most  demoralizing  and 
humiliating  impurities. 

0*'dburse,  the  government,  by  the  unscrupulous  methods  so 
familiar,  immediately  endeavored  to  hide  from  public  view  the 
fullness  of  their  sham  •.  Enough  had  been  disclosed,  however,!, 
arouse*  the  public.     They  caught  a  glimpse  behind  the  scenes  that 
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told  more  about  the  why  and  wherefore  of  deficits  and  increased  ' 
taxation  than  all  the  budget  speeches  ever  made  in  Parliament. 
As  a  consequence  indignation  was  expressed  on  every  hand.  The 
purest  and  best  leaders  of  Canadian  sentiment,  without  regard  to 
party,  joined  to  lament  the  deplorable  lack  of  public  honesty  and 
denounce  those  who  had  so  humiliated  their  country. 

To  quiet  this  natiojial  protest  against  iniquity,  the  govern- 
ment made  a  show  of  calling  the  principals  to  justice.  The  mis- 
erable farce  which  followed,  however,  can  only  be  regarded  with 
contempt  by  all  who  cherish  the  fiction  that  all  men  are  equal  in 
the  sight  of  the  law. 

The  Hon.  Sir  Hector  Langevin,  Minister  of  Public  Works, 
together  With  Thomas  McGr^eevy,  M.  P.,  a  large  contractor,  more 
familiarly  known  as  Uncle  Thonlas,  and  N.  K.  Connolly,  an  asso- 
ciate contractor  with  McGreevy,  who  is  known  to -the  fame  as 
Nick — these  three  were  clearly  shown  to  have  jointly  taken  from 
the  Dominion  treasury  over  $200,000.  Notwithstanding  this,  no 
proceedings  were  taken  against  Sir  Hector.  The  Liberals  fre- 
quently moved  resolutions  in  the  House  denouncing  his  prac- 
tices, but  he  was  as  often  whitewashed  by  a  mechanical  majority. 
Although  he  resigried  as  a  minister  of  the  Crown,  he  still  sits  in 
parliament  and  continues  an  ardent  and  prominent  supporter  of 
of  the  government,  having  no  doubt  the  best  of  reasons  for  his 
political  preference. 

Uncle  Thomas  and  Nick  being  less  dangerous  and  less  apt  to 
squeal,  because  more  easily  healed,  were  made  the  scape  goats. 
They  were  triied  for  defrauding  the  public,  found  guilcy,  and 
sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  one  year,  without  labor.  But  tne 
absurdity  of  ihe  matter  did  not  end  with  the  inadequacy  of  the 
sentence.  Shortly  after  imprisonment  it  was  found  that  as  often 
as  Uncle  Thomas  had  to  repair  to  his  little  jail  bunk,  his  thoftghts 
would  return  to  the  soft  mattresses  and  downy  quilts  of  former 
days,  and  drive  gentle  sleep  away.  He  8uff(?red  from  insomnia, 
the  doctor  said,  and  in  fac^a  certificate  to  that  effect  was  placed 
before  the  government.  ""Now  Uncle  Thomas  had  friends  at 
Court,  and  as  soon  as  they  learned  that  his  slumbers  were  not 
peaceful,  they  took  compassion  on  him,  and  decided  that  it  was  a 
case  imminently  requiring  the  exercise  of  executive  clemency. 
They  accordingly  pardoned  Uncle  Thomas  after  he  had  served 
but  three  months.  .  . 

Shortly  after  his  release  there  was  an  election  in*  Quebec 
City.  Uncle  Thomas,  who  was  not  to  be  set  back  by  the  trifles 
of  the  previous  few  months,  again  declared  himself  a  candidate 
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for  public  honors,  and  again  summoned  to  his  assistance  the 
electioneering  eccentricities  that  had  made  him  famous.  Th« 
result  of  that  election  was  not  reassuring  to  those  who  had  hoped 
for  purer  politics  ifa  Canada.  The  electors  of  Quebec  Gity  failed 
to  quash  the  indecent  impudence  of  this  unabashed  boodler,  and 
to-day  Uncle  Thomas  sits  in  parliament,  with  Sir  Hector,  a  loval 
supporter  of  the  government. 

With  Nick  it  was  slightly  different.  The  hardness  of  his 
new  bed  did  u6t  seriously  disturb  him,  but  the  Bill  of  fare  was 
too  much  for  his  delicate  digestive  apparatus.  He  longed  for  the 
tidbits  and  cocktails  with  which  he  was  wont  to  coax  his  languid 
appetite,  and  in  fact,  he  grew  quite  thin  and  despondent  in  their 
absence.  At  this  stage  an  obliging  medical  gentleman  forwarded 
a  certificate  to  the  government  that  Nick  was  quite  low  spirited, 
and  suffered  from  loss  of  appetite.  This  was  enough.  Nick,  as 
well  as  Uncle  Thomas,  had  friends  at  Court,  and  he  too  was  lib- 
erated after  serving  only  three  months  of  his' term.  Others, 
among  them  Waters  and  Arnold i,  were  prosecuted  pro  forma  in 
much  the  same  way,  but  after  conviction  and  a  brief  sojourn  in 
jail,  the  government  cdme  to  their  rescue  on  some  equally  flimsy 
pretext. 

Throughout  thj'  crisis,  admittedly  one  which  required  the 
greatest  firmness,  the  government  displayed  utter  weakness. 
They  handled  with  kid  gloves  what  should  only  have  been  touch- 
ed with  an  iron  gauntlet.  Instead  of  applying  a  strong  remedy 
to  irradicatc  the  poison,  they  seemed  to  daily  wiih  the  viper,  play- 
fully thrusting  it  from  them  and  again  hugging  it  totheirl.osoiii. 
Offenders  were  permitted  to  go  unpunished,  thieves  w--  retain- 
ed in  high  positions,  and  boodlers  were  allowed  to  fatten  on  their 
ill-gotten  gains.  The  whole  treatment  of  the  matter  was  «  dis- 
gracefi^  exhibition  of  favoritism  and  cowardice,  and  eould  only 
tend  to  degrade  the  standard  of  public  morals  and  dissipate  coii-, 
fidence  in  the  impartiality  of  administered  law  in  Canada.  At 
that  time  if  outraged  Justice  could  have^torn  the  bandage  from 
her  eye^.  and  Heen  the  awfiil  travesty  enacted  in  .her  name,  she 
would  have  swung  her  sword  toward  higher  heads  and  rested  not 
with  half  measured  hacking. 

Although  this  subject  »eemM  to  me  incapable  of  exaggeration, 
yet,  lest  it  be  thought  that  the  above  words  are  unduly  strong  or 
prejudieeil,  i  will  give  a  few  quotations  from  perfectlV  impartial 
critics—tlwE?  journalists  of  the  Mod  .rland.  These  dippings  will 
abo  serve  to  show  that  our  country  has  suffered  inet^timable  dis- 
grace  and  irreparable  injury  abroad  as  well  as  at  home. 
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London  Times  (Conservative).  "Here  in  the  Mother  Country 
there  can  be  only  one  feeling,  that  of  deep  regret  for  the  wrong 
done  to  the  fair  fame  of  the  eldest  of  her  daughter  nations  by  the 
lax  morality  of  her  politicians."  , 

London  Oraphdc  (Independent).  "It  is  no  longer  possible  to 
doubt  that  corruption  in  its  worst  form  is  rampant  in  a  large 
portion  of  the  Canadian  civil  service." 

St.  James  Gazette  )Conservative).  "The  ey^stence  of  an  or- 
ganized system  of  corruption  among  public  officials  in  Canada 
has  been  conclusively  proved,  and  like  everthing  else  on  the 
American  continent,  the  bribery  has  been  colossal." 

The  Oraphic  Deepateh  (Liberal).  "The  secret  of  Sir  John 
Macdonald's  electoral  victories  is  out.  On  this  side  of  the  water 
surprise  has  often  been  expressed  at  the  patience  with  which  our 
Canadian  cousins  submitted  to  the  Tory  protectionist  rule  of  that 
prince  of  political  intriguers.  There  is  now,  alas,  no  difficulty 
in  explaining  that  curious  situation.  Sir  John's  government 
rested  on  a  stupendous  and  all  prevailing  system  of  bribery  and 
corruption.  Even  Tammany  jEIall  smells  sweet  and  clean  in 
comparison  with  the  huge  stink-pot  of  Sir  John's  government." 
,  Let  us  now  consider  how  Protection  affected  those  industries 
which  are  natural  to  our  country,  such  as  fishing,  minings  lum- 
bering, etc.  These  ii!dustries|  and  others  dependent  directly  on 
them,  should  prosper  in  Canada,  as  the  natural  wealth  of  the 
country  is  great  beyond  compare.  In  such  lines  we  shouM  be 
able  to  compete  with  the  world.  Such  enterprises  require  no 
fostering,  no  protection;  thej^  can  not  only  hold  the  local  market, 
tut  they  can  favorably  compete  in"*  th6  markets  of  the  world. 
Now,  the  policy  of  protection  has  been,  as  we  have  seen,  to  plant 
and  build  up  in  Canada  industries  that  are  foreign  to  its  soil, 
and  one  of  its  results  has  been  to  increase  the  cost  of  living. 
Those  interested,  therefore,  in  the  natural  industries  soon  found 
that  when  the  cost  of  clothing,  machinery,  etc.,  increased,  the 
cost  of  production  correspondingly  increased.  When  they  had 
to  pay  one-third  more  for  what  was  required  in  production,  they 
Were  in  one-third  less  favorable  position  to  compete  in  foreign 
markets,  and  to  that  extent 

PROTECTION  HANDICAPPED  THE  NATURAL  INDUSTRIES 

Under  such  conditions,  activity  in  these  industries  lessened. 
Work  became  slack  in  the  lumber  camps,  in  the  ooul,  copper  and 
iron  mines,  etc,  the  export  trade  declined  and  operations  became 
dwarfed  to  the  requirements  of  a  small  local  market.  The  Trade 
Returns  verify  this  conclusion.     They. show  that  the  total  export 
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?«7i*^*1'*"  P*'*»^"°®  *l«"og  the  Liberal  regime,  from  1876  to 
inr  ;^tT^^^^^  f  "^'^i  *^^  correspond^ 

Zu'nTedX'^nVS^^^^^^^^^^^  under,  protection,   it 

cit4«f  l^'^^L^T'^*!^  ''.***'' *^^  *^^^^*^'  «f  industrial  life  in  the 
^St^e  w^d  ?*^'lf  T'^  r  ***"  prosperity  of  the  ckas-that 
li^p^olSn.  ^  ""'  *^«-^-'  -w  consider  the  farmer's  lot 

mnrl^^^^r*'^ '"^^f  ^  ^^  ***^*  "^^^y^  ^^^^  *o  l^ave  good  local 

Ha^  «T>nnrr.Tf^"'^"^     The  facUs  that  the  hoife  marke 

to-dayis  poorandthati*ices,arel0werthan  they  have  been  for  the 

last  forty  y.6ars     Th«  price  of  the  best  wheat  ki  Eastern  Canada 

fli!^  *   I      ?^^  f'^af<>a  for  this  unfortunate  condition,  of  «f 

commodlSt  t*^^^^^  "^^f»«  P^^*^"^*^'  like  all  other, 

commodities;^  j8   regulated   by.  .supply  and  demand.     As  soon 

therefoiie  as  the  city,  factories  became  sluggish  Jb  their  !opera.' 
tion«,^a«d  activity  in  the  ln«,ber  camps  and  mine?  lessenedTh; 
fel?    C""   .^  fa«»»  produce  deerfea^ed  and  price,  consequentjy 

>«OTEpTtON  iMPOVERrSHED  THE  FARMER 

in  a^r^  ^ire(^  way/    Having  weakened  his.  home  market    it 
not  cplyfaiH  to  compensate  him  for  that  loss,  but  it   actulllv 
hai^pered   his  effprts  against  the,  nevy  unfavomb^e  condition^ 
For  undprthe  new  tariff  as  the.price  of  what  he  "had  tHell  dT 
crea^g^theprice  of  allhe  had  &  buy  iiicrea«edyin  ot^r  wlit 
while  his  income  became  smaller. he  found  to  his  sorrow  that  the 
purchasing  power  of  that  income  also  becam^  srtiallS 
fi*    7*k    P^^^^ctive  tariff  was.  not  fraiiied  in  Canada  for  the  bene 
fit  of  the  farm  jr.    It  placed,  a^,  average  duty  of  nearly   40^  '^^^^^ 
cen*^on  axes,  ho^bindeVs,  reapers,a^d  alLthat  aSr  mi^! 
Th -^"^  ^^.!^  ^^l^S^  duty  of  22  per  cent,  on  his  produce 
The  lesuHjvas  th^t  whereas  he  had.'trpay  about  40  perS* 
more  for  hi.,  necrssaries,  he  could  pnly  charge   aOhe  fttermT4 
22  per  gent,  more  for  what  he  sol^.  ''xt  follows,  therefore  X^ 
even  If  his  loca  market  hud  retained  its  old  tim^  vtoVThit  ht" 
profi^  would  still  have  been  necessarily  18  per  cent  less  ■  *^  - 

Bu.  tae  ftiHnerVdisadv^ntage  did Vo'  ^nd  S  rwe«ke„«d 
tllT^^'r?^^  t  discouraging  tariff  discrim  nation  tg^i^^ 
husbandry.    They  have  furthermore  to  compete  under  the^un 
fair  couditwns  «gai„st  the  produce  of  the  cheapest  produrrs  in 

^ff£*'*  *^^'' *^"  S^T^"^^''*  '^^^i'***  it  to  Sur  Ckets   -In     " 
mUk^  m^mimmtf^nimiif^ed  the  steamers  that  7un  between 
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Australia  and  here  to  the  extent  of  $125,000  annually  for  a 
monthly  service.,.  The  pretext  for  assisting  this  line  was  to  give 
Canadian  manufacturers  a  market  in  Australia.  And  I  believe 
it  is  a  fact  that  the  manufaQturer  of  farming  implement;i  in 
Canada,  although  he  requires  the  greatest  prptection  at  home,  . 
does  find  a  gpod  market  in  Australia,  and  can  compete  success- 
fully  against  all  producers,  after  taking  his  goodsover  8000  miles> 
But  passing  by  that  glaring  incousistency,  let  us  see  what  these 
steamers  bring  ^.u  return  cargo  to  British  Columbia.  The 
freigh^ir  lists  shaiy  mutton,,  bvitter,  cheese,  tallow,  W90I,  eggs,  beefj 
poultry,  honey,  etc.  'these,  of  tjourse,.  are  flooded  upon  our  mar- 
kets in  most  unequal  cjompetitioia  with  our  own  home  produce! 
The  meaning  of  all  this  is  tbat  the.  unnecessary,  increase  iii  the 
costof  farming  in  Canada,  exapted'frora  the  farmers  by  the  pro- 
tection to  manufacturers,  is  use,d.by  the  government  to  assis|;,  to 
Canada  the.  cheap,  produce  of  tlje  Orient,  and  thereby  destroy  the  . 
I  home  market  for  the  Canadian  farmer.  And  tjiis  is  done  by  the 
same  government  that  promised  to  keep  a  vigorous  home  iparket 
for  the  Canadian  farmer,  all  f0r  the  further  berieifft  of  their  mas- 
ters-r-the  liianufftcturers. .  .  ,     . 

Farming. under  such  conditions  beeame  unprofitable  and  . 
country  property  depreciated  in  value.  Farmers  forsook  their 
old  homi?steads  and  rushed  to  the  cities.  Ther^  they  found  busi- 
ness dull,  competition  keen,  and  employment  scarce. .'  For  a  time 
they, moved  with,  the  gi^eat  array  of  the  unein ployed  up  and  down 
the  9ity- streets.  Finding  no  employnient  and  with  iio  prospects 
in  the  future,  niany  of  th^m,  fiiMly ,,  un willingly  and' discoui>&g^d 
joined    .  .'  '  '  ' 

•      tHH%XOpUS  TO  tHE  UNITED  SPATES. 

The  enormous  number  who,  in  like  manner,  have  been  driv- . 
en  from  their  Canadian  home  by  the  adverse  conditions  result- 
ing from  a  false  system  of  national  deveiopmeht,  oanrbe^gathered. 
from  tbe  following  figures,  taken  from  the  ofilicial  census  report: 

Population  ijtf  Canada  in  1881  was, .... .    . .    . 4,324,801 

The  natural  increase  between  1881  and  1891  reckoned 

at  2  pfer  cent  a  year. , .-. . . . .... .  900,000 

Immigrants:  imported  into  Canada,  between  1881  and  '91.   886,000 


The  popuiati*>n  of  Canada  in:  1891  should.have  been?...  .6,110,801 
The  actual  population  in  1891  however  was  only. 4,882,679 


Ims  OH  populatieaii  1«814891  . . .  , .j  .1,278,122 

An«l  these  figures  are  verified  by  the  official  Report  of  the 
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Census  in  the  United  States,  1890,  whi«h  shows  that  in  that  year 
there  were  973,752,  nearly' one  million  horn  Canadians  in  that« 
country. 

The  ahove  figures  were  keenly  disappointing  to  all  interest- 
ed in  Canadian  welfare,  and  especially  to  those  in  the  Mother^ 
land.  The  following  typical  expression  of  Bnglish  regret  is  taken 
from  the  St  Jamet  Qaztttt  (London,  Conservative):  "While 
America  its  filling  up  and  brimming  over  and  increasing  its  pop- 
ulation by  millions,  Canada,  if  not  exactly  stationery,  is  increas- 
ing very  slowly  indeed.  It  had  been  commonly  supposed  that 
Canada  shoula  have  showed  an  increase  of  at  least  three  millions 
in  the  last  decade,  but  all  such  hopes  have  been  dashed  by  the 
census.  The  increase  of  population  spills  over  the  border— the 
men  who  were  born  in  Canada  and  should  become  citisens  of  the 
£mpire;  grow  and  die  under  the  stars  and  stripes.  Whether  we 
like  it  or  not  Canada  is  not  doing  well  and  has  not  been  doing 
well  for  some  time  past/'  ' 

Too  true,  Canada  is  not  doing  well.  And  this  appalling  de- 
population of  our  country  seems  to  me  to  be  the  most  lamentable 
feature  of  the  situation.  It  is  evidence  that  something  is  seri- 
o'usly  wrong  with  the  conditions  of  life  in  Canada.  It  furnishes 
the  crowning  proof  of  the  utter  failure  of  Protection  as  a  National 
Policy,  and  brands  it  rather  ar  a  most  denationalizing  system. 
Do  you  doubt  it  ?  Then  look  around  you  after  these  18  years  of 
protection  in  Canada  and  tell  me,  where  are  the  promised  manu- 
facturing centres  with  their  hurrying  hordes  of  workers?  Where 
are  the  prosperous  farmers  ?  Where  are  the  promised  fleets  that 
were  to  carry  our  natural  produce  over  the  world  ?  Where  are  the 
promised  millions  that  were  to  people  our  broad  prairies  and  en- 
joy our  natural  opportunities  ?  Where  in  fine,  is  that  promised 
national  prosperity  that  was  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  world 
and  fill  Canadians  with  pardonable  pride  ? 

You  will  search  In  vain  for  these  promised  benefits — ^they 
are  nowhere  to  be  found.  The  reason  is  that  our  eflforts  have 
been  misguided;  we  have  worked  under  a  wrong  principle.  We 
have  endeavored  to  transplant  industries  to  our  country  that  are, 
by  nature,  foreign  to  our  surroundings,  and  in  so  doing  have 
sacnficed  those  industries  which  are  native  with  us,  and  in  which 
we  could  not  but  excel.  Wo  have  acted  like  a  Canadian  farmer 
who  would  forsake  his  wheat  and  hay  and  potatoes  and  expect  to 
profitably  raise  bananas.  In  the  same  way  Canada  can  no  more 
rely  for  prosperity  on  protected  btanufacturers  than  can  Canadian 
fatiii^rs  on  hothouse  bananas. 
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For  the  past  18  years  we  have  flown  in  the  face  of  nature, 
Eind  as  a  result  are  living  under  the  most  unnatural  and  there^ 
fore  ruinous  conditions.  This  course  has  thrust  further  from  the 
toiler  the  products  of  his  toil,  and  placed  them  in  the  hands  of  a 
favored  few.  It  has  reared  up  a  plutocracy  that  overshadows  the 
;overnmcnt  and  threatens  the  independence  of  the  free  elector- 
ite.  Under  it  the  manufacturers  have  amassed  enormous  for- 
unes,  and  corruf^tionists  have  glutted  themselves  at  the  public 
treasury',  while  the  burden  of  taxes  fell  heavy  and  heavier  on  the 
masses,  and  the  worried  face  and  sunken  eye  became  more  famil- 
iar. It  has  driven  froin  our  homes  the  hope  of  our  country  to 
seek  an  existence  in  a  foreign  land.  It  has  even  failed  to  retain 
with  us  the  unhappy  European  immigrants  that  we  assist  to  our 
shores.  In  a  word,  this  policy  has  perverted  our  national  ener- 
gies and  culminated  in  the  unparalleled  depression  we  experience, 
to-day. 

That  the  Protective  Policy  has  so  failed  is  scarcely  open  to 
doubt.  Its  failure  has  been  fr(  ,uently  admitted  by  many  of 
those  who  were  prominent  and  instrumental  in  introducing  it 
into  Canada;.  Among  such  is  the  clear  sighted  D'alton  McCarthy, 
Q..  C,  M.  P.,  and  I.make  the  following  quotations  from  his  recent 
speeches,  as  typical  of  the  complete  change  on  the  Trade  Question 
experienced  by  a  multitude  of  similar  conscientious  Conserva- 
tives. 

"We  adopted  the  N.  P.,. and  we  told  you,  at  least  I  did,  be- 
cause I  was  very  young  and  simple  at  the  time,  that  we  were 
going  to  make  everybody  rich . . .  .  .^  was,  as  you  all  know,  a 
National  Policy  man  and  now  I  tell  you  that  I  am  for  as  much 
free  trade  as  we  can  get.  I  say  that  what  this  country  needsnow 
is  to  get  down  to  a  tariff  for  revenue  only.  I  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion a  year  ago  that  I  could  no  longer  remain  an  advocate  of  the 
N.  P.  I  saw  what  was  going  on.  I  could  not,  unless  I  was  blind, 
help  seeing  it." 

A  CHANGE  IS  REQUIRED. 

The  policy  that  has  produced  these  disastrous  results  ..lUst 
be  overturned,  before  we  can  expect  a  better  condition  •  of  sMaiss 
in  Canada.  What  is  that  change  to  be?  Let  us  see  what  is  the 
most  feasible.  I  believe  that  free  trade  is  in  accord  with  natural 
law,  and  the  best  economic  reasoning,  and  therefore  will  prove 
conducive  to  the  healthiest  commercial  condition  of  a  country. 
The  introduction  of  free  trade,  however,  necessitates  the  abolition 
of  the  present  method  of  raising  a  revenue.  The  question  then 
comes  to  be,  if  free  trade  were  introduced,  how  would  the  revenue 
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be  derived.  And  it  must  be  remembered  here  that  Canada  re- 
quires a  large  revenue,  for  apart  from  the  actual  expenses  of 
government,  we  have  to  pay  $9,763,000  in  interest  alone,  annually, 
for  the  money  borrowed  and  extravagantly  squandered  by  the 
present  government.  There  are  only  two  other  ways  of  raising 
the  revenue — either  by  direct  taxation  or  by  placing  all  taxes  on 
land.  Now  while  ak  a  free  trader  I  might  be  prepared  to  pay 
taxes  in  either  of  these  ways,  yet  I  know  that  the  former  method 
is  repugnant  to  the  great  majority  of  our  people,  and  the  latter 
method,  although  satisfactory  in  many  respects,  has  as  yet  rer 
ceived  only  a  limited  endorsation.  As  a  fact  the  majority  of 
Canadians  seem  to  prefer  the  tariff  as  a  means  of  taxation,  al- 
though they  deplore  the  consequent  evils  of  protection.  I,  there- 
fore, accommodate  my  theories  to  existing  conditions.  My  posi- 
tion then  on  the  Trade  Question,  is  tliis:  If  we  cannot  get  rid  of 
protection,  root  and  branch,  let  us  prune  it  of  its  most  objection- 
able parts — if  we  must  have  a  tariff,  let  us  have  it  free  from  the 
abuses  at  present  rampant,  that  is  to  say,  let  us  have 
A  TARIFF  FOR  REVENUE  ONLY. 
Under  such  a  tariff  all  farming  implements  should  be  admit- 
ted free.  All  mining,  lumbering  and  fishing  accessories  should 
also  be  on  the  free  list.  All  the  ordinary  necessaries  of  life 
should  be  practically  free,  and  the  great  bulk  of  the  revenue 
should  be  derived  from  the  import  tax  on  those  luxuries  that  are 
strangers  to  a  poor  man's  home.  Under  such  a  tariff  every  cent 
paid  in  addition  to  the  actual  value  of  an  article  would  go  to  the 
public  treasury,  and  not  to  the  pockets  of  a  protected  manufac- 
turer. Under  such  a- system,  it  is  true,  some  bolstered  up  factor- 
ies would  collapse,  but  with  them  would  fall  a  corrupting  com- 
binacion  that  has  enervated  all  that  was  independent  and  vigor- 
ous in  Canadian  political  and  commercial  life.  Under  such  a 
policy  living  would  become  cheap,  and  the  cost  of  production, 
therefore,  less.  Under  these  favorable  conditions  our  mining, 
fishing  and  lumbering  industries  would  wonderfully  develop,  and 
Mith  the  renewed  vigor  in  the  unlimited  field  of  these  industries, 
and  under  the  new  conditions,  farming  would  again  become 
profitable  and  country  properties-  become  valuable.  Such  factor- 
ies also  as  are  natural  to  the  country  would  thrive  the  better,  and 
give  to  the  cities  a  more  steady  foundation.  And  thus  in  a  na- 
tural way  commerce  would  wake  up,  confidence  would  revive, 
prosperity  would  return,  Canadians  again  would  rejoice  in  their 
native  land,  and  our  country  would  once  more  bo  fairly  started 
for  that  prominent  position  among  the  nations  which  its  people 
and  resources  iiistifv. 
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I       1  furthermore  belipve  that  if  a  reasonable  reciprocity  treaty 
buld  be  consumated  between  the  United  States  and  Canada,  it 
wnXd  do  much  to  hasten  and  enhance  these  desirable  results. 

Concluding  this  discussion  of  the  trade  question  1  would  say 
hat  I  have  treated  it  at  such  length  because  of  its  supreme  im^- 
'  ortance  in  this  election.  Other  questions  may  overshadow  it 
br  the  moment  but  I  doubt  if  any  other  question  so  dierctly  at- 
Wects  our  permanent  interests.  The  arguments  I  have  advanced 
tre  responsible  for  my  convictions  on  the  question  and  while 
here  are  bound  to  be  many  differences  of  opinion  on  such,  a 
.omprehensive  ^^^^^^^  make  bold  to  assert,  and  submit 

•or  your  approval  that  the  principles  I  have  enunciated  are  un- 
ioubtedly  jTest  calculated  to  develop  the  wonderful  wealth  of  this 
District. 

From  a  consideration  of  the  Trade  Question  and  the  method 
of  raisine  a  revenue  it  is  natural  to  enquire  in  the  next  place, 
ho^the  ^revenue  has  been  administered.  I  will  therefore  now 
briefly  review  , 

THE  FINANCIAL  CONDITION  OF  CANADA. 


con.se- 


This  is  a  subject  necessarily  of  figures,  and  I  will 
quently  place  before  you  at  the  outset  the  follow jiig  comparative 
?ab/e  showing  the  financial  cond-._on  in  1878,  the  last  year  the 
Libe;als"^erMn  power,  and  the  subsequent  change  under  the 
Conservative  rule.  « 


'    1878. 

f  22,375,001  00  $ 

23,503,158  00 

1,128,140  00 

6  76 

144,000,000  00 


1895. 

»4,847,000  00 

36,000,000  00 

4,153,000  00 

8  00 

318,000,000  00 

253,000,000  00 

49  00 


Total   taxation 
[Total  expenditure 

Deficit... ■ 

Taxation  per  capita 
i  Oro88  Natioual  debt  140,000,000  00 

Net  Nation  debt ^    ,      '  .^^^  ^^ 

National  debt  per  capita  •     • 

Increase  in  gross  National  debt  over  100  per  cent.  . 

Increase  in  net  National  delit  nearly  100  per  cent. 

Increase  in  National  debt  per  t  apita,  45  per  cent. 
*  Increase  in  population  only  11  per  cent. 

By  way  of  comparison  it  is  interesting  to  note  the  NeOional 
Debt  and  annual  taxation  percapita  in  foreign  ««^;;^*"^«;   .^^^  *^^ 
following  table,  many  of  the  countries  referred  to  maintain    a 
large  naval  and  military  equipment,  the  enormous  expense  of 
which  Canada  is, spared: 
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National  Debt    Annual  Taxation 
per  Capita.  per  Capita. 

Germany M  90       •  $6  32 

Swltaerland 4  26  2  68 

Turkey 18  98  2  82 

Russia 28  68  8  16 

Denraaric 21  94  6  90 

Great  Britain 88  60  9  47 

Norway  and  Sweden 16  86  3  91 

Japan 6  04  1  24 

Mexico , 16  41  3  28 

United  States 16  00  411 

There  is  little  necessity  to  supplement  these  figures  with  any 
extend<?d  comments.  They  prove  the  most  serious  mismanage- 
ment, and  suggest  either  ill-advised  and  culpable  extravagance 
or  gross  dishonesty. 

It  may  be  advisable,  however,  to  analyze  to  some  extent,  the 
operations  that  have  caused  the  alarming  increase  in  out  annual 
taxation  and  national  debt.  Apd  here  I  will  not  be  so  unfair  as 
to  assert  that  the  enormous  sums  disbursed  by  the  gove  ament 
have  been  wholly  squandered.  I  freely  admit  that  a  good  meas- 
ure of  the  increase  in  the  national  debt  is  due  to  the  construction 
of  needed  national  improvements.  But  I  do  state  as  an  incon- 
trovertible fact  that  large  public  funds  have  been  wasted  on  in- 
numerable worthless  works  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  pacify 
some  political  sorehead  or  bribe  a  constituency;  and  that  even  in 
the  construction  of  the  majority  of  those  works  that  were  un- 
doubtedly needed,  the  government  winked  at  jobbery  of  the  worst 
kind  and  acted  with  a 

RUINOUS  DISREGARD  OF  ECONOMY. 

In  verification  of  this  I  recall  .the  following  instances,  as 
illustrative  of  a  host  of  similar  transactions. 

The  St.  Charles  Branch  Railway,  a  short  line  only  14  miles 
in  length,  was  estimated  to  cost  the  country  $186,000  miles.  The 
government,  however,  allowed  the  cost  to  run  up  to  the  stupend- 
0U8  sum  of  $1,740,000. 

The  Little  Rapids  Lock  was  contracted  for  at  $86,680.  Under 
the  contract,  however,  the  contractor  drew  from  the  public  treas- 
ury $260,000. 

The  Langevin  Block  in  Ottawa,  an  addition  to  the  government 
buildings,  was  estimated  to  cost  less  than  $500,000.  It  has  cost 
over  $1,000,000. 

•  The  Tay  Canal,  which  is  only  6  miles  long,  and  was  built  at 
the  publi'  expense,  to  give  a  water  oujtiet  to  Minister  Haggart's 
mills,  was  estimated  to  cost  some  $132,660.  The  government 
paid,  however,  for  Haggart's  ditch,  as  it  is  called,  $476,128.     The 
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icoHt  of  keeping  this  ditch  open  in  1H94  was  $2,458,  while  the  rt;v- 
lenue  derived  from  it  in  the  same  year  was  only  $126.  A  splendid 
investment  truly.  In  like  manner  I  might  detail  the  loss  to  the 
country,  occasioned  by  unscrupulous  contractors  and  a  conniving 
government,  in  the  Galop's  Rapids  Channelj  Sheik's  Island  Dam, 
Esquinmlt  dock,  Caroquet  railway,  Levis  Graving  dock,  and 
many  other  public  works,  which  involve  millions  of  squandered 
money. 

Not  to  inquire  into  the  utility  of  these  works,  it  may  be 
wondered  how  the  original  cost  was  increased  beyond  the  esti- 
mates, and  why  the  surplus  was  allowed.  The  scheme  was  well 
shown  up  in  the  famous  Curran  Bridge  case.  I  quote  from  the 
report  of  Judge  Desnoyer's  remarks,  which  explain  how  the 
trick  is  done: 

"Let  1110  rail  attention  ti.  iimeof  tiie  details  of  this  transuction.  It  rolatee  to 
two  bridwefi  ai-ross  the  Lachine  Canal  in  Montreal.  The  government  engineer's 
hitihest  figure  for  the  cost  of  (^onipletin)^  these  bri(!ge8  was  ;t223,000,  although  the 
work  was  within  2  «r  3  hours  run  by  rail  of  the  headquarters  of  the  government  at 
Ottawa,  what  did  they  do?  They  paid  if430,000  for  that  work,  which  their  own 
engi I  eer  had  estimated  would  «:ost  only  it 223,000  at  most.  I^et  me  make  a  few 
quotations  from  the  terms  of  the  contract  made  by  the  department  with  the  con- 
tor  St.  L(juJfj.  Here  is  a  specimen  of  the  wages  whieh  the  government  contracted 
to  pay  that  contractor:  A  stonecutter  foreman  was  allowed  !f4  a  day  fordoy  time, 
and  ^(5  for  night  time,  ^8  a  day  for  Sunday  and  ;fl2  a  day  for  Sun(iav  overtime.  A 
double  tt'ani  got  ^5  a  dan',  and  when  religiously  at  work  on  Sunday  it  got  $10.  We 
also  find  that  a  derrit;k  was  worth  !i2.76  in  the  day  time,  but  the  same  derrick  was 
Morth  !^3.75  at  night,  and  when  it  had  to  work  on  Sunday  its  conscience  had  to  be 
appeased  by  giving  it  !i7.50.  And  on  the  same  e(!ale  for  stoiie-inasons,  stone-cut- 
ters, and  skilled  workers,  the  contra<;tor'8  bills  must  have  run  to  a  tremendous 
amount.  There  was  no  proper  surveillance  by  the  officers  of  the  government,  and 
this  went  on  for  4  months,  without  inspection,  until  instead  of  paying  out  ^223,- 

000  the  government  has  to  pay  $430,000 When  we  find  that  the  contractor 

destroyed  his  books,  because  his  safe  was  not  bi^  enough  to  hold  then),  and  when 
we  find  him  declaring  under  oath  that  he  had  given  contributions  to  the  aid  of 
the  party  in  power,  need  we  go  any  further  to  find  a  reason  why  this  extravagance 
was  allowed  to  go  on  unchecked." 

Nor  is  this  lack  of  economy,  this 

SCANDALOUS  SPENDTHRIFT  POLICY 

confined  to  the  public  works  department.  We  find  it  in  all  the 
money  spending  departments. 

Throughout  the  Civil  Service  also  the  government's  patron- 
age is  dispensed  not  on  the  basis  of  merit  and  economy,  but  of 
favoritism.  Public  positions  have  been  filled  with  hangers  on  of 
the  party  without  regard  to  fitness.  In  many  cases  where  there 
has  been  no  legitimate  vacancy,  for,  say  a  pet  candidate,  who 
may  have  suffered  defeat,  or  for  an  influential  office  seeker,  the 
government  has  either  laid  him  at  peaceful  rest  in  the  Sepate  or 
superannuated  some  j'oung  office  holder  and  handed  over  the 
vacant  position.  - 
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In  this  way  the  Senate  has  been  converted  into  a  mere  Tory 
Retreat,  ii  has  lost  its  intended  usefulness  and  become  a  worth- 
less drag  on  the  public  purse.  This  method  of  creating  vacancies 
by  superannuating  men  who  are  in  the  prime  of  life  and  burden- 
ing them  on  the  country  is  most  unjustifiable.  Besides  it  is  in 
absurd  opposition  to  the  principle  of  superannuation,  which  is  to 
furnish  those  who  have  grown  old  and  feeble  in  the  service  of 
the  country  with  a  oompetency  for  their  declining  years.  This 
abuse  of  superannuation  has  had  a  comical  side  in  many  cases, 
as  in  that  of  Mr.  Van  Koughnet.  In  the  year  1893  he  was 
Deputy  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs.  He  was  in  such  good 
health  and  vigor  of  life  as  gave  promise  of  long  years  more  use- 
ful service  for  hia  country.  The  government,  however,  wished 
his  office  for  another.  They  suggested  that  they  would  superan- 
nuate him.  He  protested  that  he  was  still  young,  that  he  was 
efficient  in  the  service,  had  had  long  experience  and  did  not  de- 
sire to  retire.  Notwithstanding  this  the  government  insisted 
upon  superannuating  him.  Mr.  Van  Koughnet  could  do  no 
more.  He  was  accordingly  pensioned  for  life  with  an  annuity  of 
$2,112,  which  he  now  enjoys  at  his  ease  in  England.  The  person 
for  whom  this  vacancy  was  created  was  Mr.  Hayter  Reed.  Dur- 
ing the  Northwest  rebellion  Mr.  Reed  became  famous  by  looting 
furs  from  the  half-breeds.  General  Middleton  who  co'nmanded 
the  militia  in  the  rebellion,  waa  a  party  to  the  looting.  Mi. 
Reed,  quite  accidentally,  destroyed  a  letter  from  the  General 
which  would  have  clearly  convicted  him.  For  this  little  servie<' 
he  received  the  above  reward. 

And  so  one  could  continue  indefinitely  to  recoij.nt  ths  extra- 
ordinary scandals  that  have  marked  the  present  regime  at  Ottawa. 
But  enough  has  been  stated  to  show  conclusively  that  the  finances 
of  the  country  have  been  guard^H  with  such  a  lack  of  economy 
and  ordinary  integrity  as  calls  for  prompt  denunciation.  The 
government  in  its  administration  has  everywhere  placed  party 
ends  superior  to  the  country's  requirements — it  has  gambled  with 
the  people's  finances  for  its  own  advantage.  Surely  it  is  high 
time  for  the  electors  to  demand  a  businesslike  administration  of 
their  interests  and  declare  an  end  of  this  reign  of  laxity,  which, 
if  allowed  to  continue,  must  inevitably  result  in  unbearable  taxa- 
tion and  national  bankruptcy. 

I  believe  that  a  thorough  economic  and  honest  administra- 
tion of  the  affairs  of  this  country  would  materially  reduce  the 
cost  of  government;  that  it  would  keep  the  expenditure  within 
the  revenue,  and  thereby  reduce  taxation  and  do  away  with  the 
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Iperennial  deceit  and  the  necessity  for  continual  borrowing  to 
jmeet  running  expenses.  There  is  no  reason  in  the  world  why 
[Canada  should  not  be  self-sustaining  with  the  present  enormous 
revenue,  and  I  contend  that  with  more  attention  to  the  good  of 
the  country  and  less  to  the  expediency  of  the  party,  the  govern- 
Iment  could  be  successfully  conducted  with  considerably  less  rev- 
lenue. 

This  brief  review  of  Dominion  finances  and  the  methods  of 
[disbursement  brings  us  to  a  consideration  of  how  this  province 
and  distrtct  have  fared  in  the  matter  of 

DOMINION   APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  federal  government  provides  our  postal  and  customs 
service;  it  pays  our  judges;  subsidizes  railways  and  steamers,  and 
looks  after  the  navigation  requirements  of  our  coast  and  harbors. 
Now  I  claim  that  no  part  of  Canada  is  entitled  to  such  progressive 
public  service  and  liberal  expenditure  on  public  works  as  British 
Columbia,  and  this  for  two  reasons.  First,  because  the  unlimited 
wealth  of  our  natural  resources  warrants  and  their  generally  un- 
developed and  inaccessible  condition  requires  the  most  alert  and 
generous  treatment;  and,  Secondly,  because  we  are  taxed  more 
and  p  ly  more  per  capita  into  the  Dominion  treasury  than  any 
other  province. 

The  returns  for  last  year  show  the  amount  of  Dominion  tax- 
ation in  the  different  provinces  as  follows: — 


Ontario  contributed  revenue  pei' 

Quebec,        " 

New  Brunswick, 

Nova  Strotia, 

Prini^e  Edward  laland, 

Briiinh  Columbia, 


apita $  6  00 

"  7  45 

4/4 

"  4  11 

'•  2  29 

17  31 

(Manitoba  being  an  inland  province  the  cuBtonis  taxes  can  not  be  obtained.) 

From  these  figures  it  is  obvious  that  British  Columbia  is 
taxed  three  times  as  ranch   as  the  rest  of  the  Dominion.     The 

ENORMOUS  AMOUNT  DRAINED  FROM  THE  PROVINCE 

by  this  unequal  taxation  for  the  last  five  years  has  been  nearly 
$2,000,000  annually.  Now  under  such  circumstances  I  repeat 
that  our  claim  to  the  best  public  service,  works  and  buildings  is 
undeniable. 

Having  concluded  what  we  we  have  a  right  to  expect  and 
demand  in  the  way  of  Dominion  appprepriations,  let  us  now  look 
at  what  we  actually  receive  as  a  province  and  more  particularly 
as  a  district.     As  for 
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PUBLIC  BUILDINGS 

there  is  only  one  in  the  district,  and  that  is  the  Post  Office  and 
Customs  House  at  Nanaimo.  There  is  no  other.  True,  there  are 
shacks  that  are  made  to  do  duty  tliroughout  the  district,  but 
these  are  disgraceful  apologies  for  what  should  be,  and  for  the 
most  part  are  only  suitable  for  a  very  different  purpose.  But 
these  wretched  sheds  are  not  the  worst  evidence  of 

THE  GOVERNMENT'S  NIGGARDLY  TREATMENT 

of  this  district.  At  Wellington  it  is  currently  reported  that  Her 
Majesty  went  a-begging  for  post  office  room  and  is  now  bumming 
on  the  charity  of  an  enterprising  grocer,  while  at  Comox  the 
collector  of  H.  M.  Customs  performs  his  duties  with  such  dignity 
as  he  can  in  the  rear  end  of  a  stable.  This  is  running  the  coun- 
try on  a  peanut  basis,  with  a  mock  economy  that  can  only  please 
the  miserly  soul  of  a  Chinaman.  The  growing  importance  of 
Wellington,  Union,  Duncan's.  Alberni  and  other  centres  entitles 
them  to  suitable  government  buildings,  and  in  season  and  out 
of  season  it  would  be  my  endeavor  to  secure  them. 

THE  MAIL  SERVICE 

in  our  district  requires  great  improvement.  The  present  infre- 
quency  and  irregularity  of  the  service  is  inexcusable.  This  is 
especially  true  of  the  service  to  Comox  and  the  islands  in  the 
gulf,  whe^e  its  utter  inadequacy  has  seriously  handicapped  busi- 
ness and  iuvionvenienced  the  public.  In  these  localities  nothing 
short  of  a  semi- weekly  mail  can  possibly  satisfy  the  requirements, 
and  immediate  appropriations  should  be  made  for  this  purpose. 
The  government  has  also  been   sparing  in   its   attention  to 

OUR  NAVIGATION  NECESSITIES. 

The  foreign  shjpping  from  Nanaimo,  Departure  Bay  and 
Union,  to  say  nothing  of  the  coasting  trade,  is  very  large — that 
from  Nanaimo  alone  making  chat  port  rank  as  fifth  in  the  Do- 
minion. The  greatest  care  .should,  therefore,  be  taken  to  render 
our  harbor  accommodation  perfect  and  nnike  our  naturally  dan- 
gerous coast  less  perilous  to  property  and  life. 

Last  year  Nanaimo  harbor  was  proven  to  be  in  a  very  unsat- 
isfactory state  by  the  occurrence  of  some  narrowly  averted  disas- 
ters. On  the  West  Coast  also  there  have  been  several  serious 
wrecks  and  the  crews  'have  suffered  horrible  deprivations  that 
could,  in  a  large  nnasutt:,  have  been  prevented.  Notwithstanding 
the  undoubted  urgency  suggested  by  such  mishjtps,  tli  govern- 
ment has  done  practically  nothing  to  relieve  against  liie  possi- 
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)ility  of  their  future  recurrence,  and  the  estimates  for  1896  con- 
tain no  special  appropriations  for  this  object.  On  this  matter  I 
)elieve  our  harbors  should  be  frequently' surveyed*  that  all  possi- 
)le  obstructions  should  be  rfemoved;  that  the  lighthouses  should 
)e  greatly  increased;  that  life-saving  stations  should  be  provided 
)n  the  West  Coast,  and  generally  that  the  most  alert  policy 
should  be  pursued  ^or  the  better  protection  of  our  shipping, 
'ith  reference  to  / 

SUBSIDIZING  RAILWAYS 

[whatever  view  may  be  taken  of  the  advisabil'Ly  of  such  assistance, 
[it  musG  be  conceded  that  the  gover  iment  has  demurred  most  un- 
[fairly  and  made  an  unjust  discrimination  against  the  district. 

To  resort  to  figures  again,  the  situation  is  this:  that  while 
[we  have  annually  contributed  nearly  $2,000,000  for  years  past 
into  the  Dominion  treasuryj  the  largest  sum  ever  expended  by 
[the  Dominion  for  judicial,  postal  and  customs  service,  for  all 
buildings  and  subsidies  in  anj'  one  year  in  British  Columbia  has 
been  only  $1,^00,000.  This  means  that  our  province  is  drained 
annually  to  the  extent  of  iftbout  $800,000,  for  which  we  receive 
not  the  slightest  return  or  profit.  Last  year  this  district  received 
no  special  appropriations,  and  although  our  growing  needs  are 
apparent,  the  estimates  for  this  year  again  give  us  nothing. 

The  evidence  then  is  abundant,  and  the  conclusion  I  submit 
is  irresistible  that  matters  under  Dominion  jurisdiction  in  .this 
province,  and  in  this  district  especially,  have  been  sadly  neglect- 
ed, and  administered  with  no  degree  of  appreciation  of  our  pres- 
ent importance  or  future  possibilities.  We  have  the  anomaly  of 
public  funds  flowing  freely  in  the  East  on  bogus  works,  boodling 
schemes,  and  catch-vote  railways,  when  this  province  is  denied, 
in  the  face  of  its  exceptional  claims,  the  actual  necessities  of  its 
growing  condition.     The  explanation  is  either  that 

THE  GOVERNMENT  IS  INDIFFERENT  TO  OUR  INTERESTS 

or  that  our  representatives  have  been  mere  timeservers  who 
lacked  sufficient  independence  to  demand  the  rights  of  their  con- 
stituents. The  fact  is  that  the  government  has  persistently 
ignored  our  interests  and  at  the  same  time,  peculiarly  enough, 
has  retained  the  undivided  and  unswerving  support  of  our  mem- 
bers. It  is  probable,  therefore,  that  the  government  has  conclud- 
ed that  it  can  withhold  our  rights  and  still  retain  the  obsequious 
support  of  our  representatives.  Be  that  as  it  may,  one  thing 
seems  certain  and  that  is  that  so  long  as  our  members  simulate 
the  methods  of  diffident  beggars,  the  plums  will  fall  to  the  more 
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assertive.  This  is  emphasized  by  the  fact  that  the  best  treatment 
accorded  this  district  by  the  Dominion  was  the  result  of  the  in- 
dependence displayed  by  our  late  lamented  member  D.  W.  Gordon. 
The  truth  is  that 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA  HAS  BEEN  ON  ITS  KNEES  TOO  LONG 

before  the  federal  powers.  We  have  plead  where  we  should  have 
demanded,  and  the  result  of  such  a  weak-kneed  policy  is  t)ie 
scurfy  treatment  we  now  deplore.  It  is  high  time  that  a  firm 
stand  be  taken  for  justice  to  this  district  and  province.  We 
should  insist  on  better  public  service  and  more  attention  to  and 
generous  consideration  of  our  requirements,  as  of  right  not  of 
favor,  and  not  allow  the  blind  partizanship  of  our  representatives 
to  defeat  our  interests,  for  only  by  such  independence  and  insist- 
ence can  we  expect  to  obtain  appropriations  suitable  to  our  pres- 
ent needs  and  our  magnificent  possibilities. 

Before  leaving  this  question  of  appropriations  T  wonld  like 
to  refer  to  the  advisability  of  establishing 

A  MINT  IN  THIS  PROVINCE, 

At  present  there  is  no  mint  in  Canada — all  our  currency 
being  coined  in  the  Old  Country.  A  home  mint  would  not  only 
avoid  the  loss  of  exportation,  but  would  also  do  uiueh  to  retain 
in  circulation  among  us  our  native  wealth.  In  view  of  the  great 
deposits  of  precious  metals  in  our  province,  I  contend  that  there 
is  no  other  part  of  Canada  with  such  natural  advantages  for  such 
an  institution-     On  the 

CHINESE    QUESTION 

I  may  say  that  I  am  fully  conscious  of  fche  baneful  effects  exerted 
on  our  labor  market  by  the  large  immigration  of  Coolie  slaves. 
Their  presence  among  us  has  caused  a  competition  that  is  both 
unnatural  and  unjust,  and  has  been  productive  of  disastrous  re- 
suits  to  the  mercantile  and  laboring  classes  alike. 
'  *"  The  entry  tax  of  $50  per  head  which  was  imposed  some 
years  ago  has  proven  utterly  inadequate  to  remedy  the  evil  and 
shouhl  be  made  practically  prohibitive. 
With  reference  to  legislation  granting 

LAND  MONOPOLIES 

or  monopolies  of  any  kind,  to  either  corporations  or  individuals, 
I  regard  it  as  inimical  to  the  interests  of  the  public.     The  fullest 
opportunities  should  be  accorded  to  bona  ^de  settlers  for  taking  ^ 
up  homesteads,  and  in  as  much  as  large  tracts  of  land  are  now 
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held,  unused  and  unoccupied,  by  speculators  and  land  syndicates 
to  the  exclusion  of  such  settlers.  I  l)elieve  the  existing  coitdi- 
tions  should  be  modified.  And  furtheniiore  where  the  goveru- 
nnent  grants  large  amounts  of  money  or  land  to  assist  in  the  con- 
struction of  railways  or  other  public  conveniences,  it  should  ac- 
company such  grants  with  reservations  sufficient  to  protect  the 
public  against  exhorbitant  charges,  or  arbitrary  operation. 

Another  matter  of  local  interest  and  one  which  I  do  not  think 
has  received  the  attention  it  deserves  is  that  of  the 

ELECTORAL  DIVISIONS  OF  THIS  ISLAND. 

As  you  are  aware  Victoria  City  with  a  narrow  fringe  of  sur- 
rounding country  is  given  two  members  in  the  Dominion  House, 
while  the  balance  of  the  Island  with  its  immense  and  varied  in- 
terests is  given  but  one  member.  This  distribution,  whatever 
may  have  justified  it  formerly,  is  now  radically  unfair  to  our 
district.  I  claim  that  it  would  be  far  more  equitable  and  natural 
to  distribute  the  Island  seats  so  that  Victoria  City  would  have 
but  one  member,  and  the  balance  of  the  Island  divided  so  as  to 
give  a  member  to  the  large  farming  districts  between  Victoria 
and  say  Nanaimo  River,  and  the  third  member  to  the  remaining 
northern  part  of  the  Island,  which  includes  all  the  minirg  cen- 
tres. Tlie  district,  as  at  present  constituted,  is  far  too  large,  its 
interests  are  too  conflicting,  and  some  such  distribution  as  sug- 
gested is  absolutely  necessary  for  proper  representation. 

The  system  of  gerrymandering  the  disadvantages  of  the 
Franchise  Act  and  other  questions  of  general  policy  and  special 
interest  to  this  district,  I  should  like  to  discuss  here,  but  they 
would  unduly  swell  the  volume  of  this  address.  I  consequently 
must  content  myself  with  the  foregoing  expressions  of  opinion, 
and  trust  that  thev  will  be  found  sufficientlv  clear  and  frank  to 
permit  of  your  passing  judgment  thereon. 

The  views  above  given  are  largely  shared  by  the  Liberals  of 
Canada,  and  in  so  far  as  they  adhere  to  such  principals  and  hon- 
estly seek  their  enforcement  I  am  prepared  to  give  that  party 

AN  INDEPENDENT  SUPPORT. 

I  say  an  ''independent  support"  because  I  deplore  the  abuse 
of  party  rule  in  Canada,  and  have  no  intention  of  giving  a  blind 
support  to  any  party.  I  pledge  myself  to  principle  and  hot  to 
party,  imd  commend  to  your  consideration  the  views  herein  con- 
tained as  indicative  of  the  independent  course  of  action  I  am' 
prepared  to  follow. 

Befoie  finally  concluding  I  desire  to  briefly  review 
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THE  PRESENT  SITUATION 

in  Dominion  politics.  As  we  have  seen  tne  Conservatives  have 
been  in  power  since  1878.  During  that  long  term  they  have 
been,  for  the  most  part,  under  the  lead  of  the  late  Sir  John  A. 
Macdonald,  who  was  a  born  chief,  a  man  among  men,  and  who 
possessed  a  wonderful  capacity  for  leading  men.  Since  his  death 
the  Conservative  party  has  been  led  by  the  late  Sir  J.  C.  Abbott, 
the  late  Sir  John  S.  Thompson,  and  Sir  McKenzie  Bowell,  the 
present  premier. 

With  the  death  of  Sir  John  A.  the  Conservatives  lost  their 
head.  The  absence  of  his  wisdom,  experience  and  genial  meth- 
ods from  their  councils,  left  tho^ party  like  a  rudderless  ship  at 
sea.  In  this  condition  it  has  drifted  for  the  last  three  years  on 
an  uncertain  course  and  is  now  threatened  with  general  disrup- 
tion. Sir  McKenzie  Bowell  has  proved  himself  utterly  weak  for 
his  responsible  past;  in  fact  a  large  number  of  his  crew,  led  by 
Hon.  Geo.  Foster,  recently  mutinied  against  his  incapable  C9m- 
mand.     From  out  the  ., 

PREVAILING  DESPAIR  AND  DISSENSION^ 

a  cry  was  sent  up  to  the  High  Commissioner  in  England — Sir 
Charles  Tupper — to  come  over  and  help.  "The  great  stretcher," 
as  he  is  c".lled,  did  come  over,  whether  he  haa  relieved  the  crisis 
in  the  Conserxative  party  or  not,  will  soon  appear.  At  first  he 
loudly  proclaimed  that  his  return  to  Canada  had  nothing  to  do 
with  politics,  but  was  in  connection  with  the  fast  Atlantic  service. 
A  few  weeks  were  enough  to  give  these  protestations  the  lie,  and 
find  Sir  Charles  in  the  heat  of  an  election  canfpaign  and  shortly 
afterwards  inst^alled  as  leader  of  the  Commons,  and  practical  lead- 
er  of  the  Conservative  party. 

Rut  the  great  prestige  of  Sir  Charles,  his  unparalleled  bold- 
ness and  unscrupulous  methods  were  inadequate  to  bring 
SALVATION  TO  THE  EXPIRING  PARTY. 

The  hurrah  over  his  return  was  labored  and  failed  to  inspire 
the  semblttJice  of  confident  enthusiasm.  He  was  aged  and  out  of 
touch  with  Canadian  sentiment,  and  his  presence  again  in  active- 
politics  ssen'cd  to  recall  the  worst  features  of  Conservative  corrup- 
tion rather  than  its  old  time  greatness.  The  following  clipping 
from  the  Atlantic  Weekly,  a  strong  Nova  Scotia  Conservative 
paper,  illustrates  ihe  revulsion  occasioned  among  his  own  party 
by  Sir  Charles'  return: 

"Dnriiijr  the  past  six  years  we  Imve  had  Sdmis^  of  the  inoBt  revolting  political 
attro<'itiee  which  evbr  blackened  the  fair  fame  of  any  conntry,  and  that,  too,  in  a 
(rountry  where  there  jg  no  excuse  for  impure  poMtice.  There  never  has  Iwten  a 
time  when  honest  men  were  more  needed  than  now.    The  Tory   party   has  again 
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26,  1896,  but  they  moreover  suggest  straining  the  constitution  by 
retaining  office  after  that  date.  And  it  may  be  that  in  despera- 
tion at  parting  fortune  they  will  only  release  their 

DEATH  CLUTCH  ON  THE  TREASURY  BENCHES 

when  compelled  by  the  Governor-General.  In  this  fear  to  face 
the  electorate  there  is  the  consciousness  of  certain  defeat.  And 
that  the  government  will  be  defeated  in  the  coming  campaign  is 
an  irresistible  conclusion  from  recent  events.  Victory  has  cer- 
tainly perched  on  the  Liberal  banner.  Under  the  inspiring  lead 
of  Hon.  Wilfred  Laurier,  the  Liberals  display  a  hopeful  enthusiasm, 
a  consciousness  of  right,  and  stand  on  an  invincible  platform  o* 
popular  principles  that  can  augur  but  one  result,  the 

TRIUMPHANT  RETURN  OF  LIBERALISM  IN  CANADA. 

Such  a  change  is  a  preliminary  necessity  before  we  can  have 
pure  public  administration  and  a  return  of  general  prosperity. 
I'he  long  lease  of  power  to  the  present  government  has  made 
them  desperate,  corrupt  and  withal  inclined  to  run  the  country 
as  its  owners  and  not  its  servants. 

But  whatever  may  be  your  views  as  to  the  certainty  of  a 
change  or  its  desirability,  I  submit  that  one  thing  is  beyond  dis- 
pute and  that  is  the  necessity  for  a  change  in  the  representation 
of  this  district. 

Finally,  in  conclusion,  gentlemen,  1  am  a  British  Columbian. 
I  am  familiar  with  our  province  and  have  unbounded  confidence 
in  its  future  greatness.     I  come  before  you  as  the  • 

NOMINEEQF  NO  CORPORATION,  SECT  OR  CLIQUE 

and  rely  for  election  on  no*  such  influences.  I  prefer  to  appeal  to 
you  upon  the  merits  of  the  positions  taken  and  principles  declar- 
ed herein,  as  I  fully  believe  they  are  best  calculated  to  develop 
our  district  and  restore  general  prosperity  to  our  country;  and 
that  after  the  fullest  discussion  they  will  be  so  endorsed  by  you 
on  election  day. 
K  Yours  faithfully, 


Ns«*>airao,  B.  C,  March  14,  1896. 


W,  W.  B.  McINNES. 
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